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metrical system came under my eye in the Times of Sept. 15, 1863. The author cites Mouton,2 who would have the minute of a degree divided into 10,000 virgul&\ James Cassini,3 whose foot was to be six thousandths of a minute; and Paucton,^ whose foot was the 400,000th of a degree. I have verified the first and third statements; surely the second ought to be the six-thousandth.
An inquiry into the Copernican system.... wherein it is proved, in the clearest manner, that the earth has only her diurnal motion... .with an attempt to point out the only true way whereby mankind can receive any real benefit from the study of the heavenly bodies. By John Cunningham.5 London, 1789, 8vo.
The "true way" appears to be the treatment of heaven and earth as emblematical of the Trinity.
Cosmology. An inquiry into the cause of what is called gravitation or attraction, in which the motions of the heavenly bodies, and the preservation and operations of all nature, are deduced from an universal principle of efflux and reflux. By T. Vivian,6 vicar of Cornwood, Devon. Bath, 1792, I2mo.
2 This is Gabriel Mouton  (1618-1694), a vicar at Lyons, who suggested as  a basis  for a natural system of measures the mille, a minute of a degree of the meridian.    This appeared in his Ob-scrvationes diametrorum solis et lunae apparcntiwn, meridianamm-que aliquot altitudinum cum tabula declinationwn solis....  Lyons, 1670.
3 Jacques Cassini (1677-1756), one of the celebrated Cassini family of astronomers.   After the death of his father he became director of the observatory at Paris.    The basis for a metric unit was set forth by him in his Traite de la grandeur et de la -figure de la tenc, Paris, 1720.   He was a prolific writer on astronomy.
4 Alexis Jean Pierre Paucton (1732-1798).   He was, for a time, professor of mathematics at Strassburg, but later (1796) held office in Paris.   His leading contribution to metrology was his Metrologic ou Traitd des mesures, Paris, 1780.
55 He was an obscure writer, born at Deptford.
8 He was also a writer of no scientific merit, his chief contributions being religious tracts. One of his productions, however, went through many editions, even being translated into French, Three dialogues "between a Minister and one of his Parishioners; on the true principles of Religion and salvation for sinners by Jesus Christ. The twentieth edition appeared at Cambridge in 1786.